Proudly Conservationist. Uniquely Zulu. Incomparably Thanda.
More than a luxury lodge, more than a dream safari destination, more than an African escape…
Thanda Safari offers an authentically South African wildlife experience, matched with sincere
commitment to the Zulu culture and passionate conservation of the environment. Meaning ‘love’ in
isiZulu, Thanda is a proud member of The Leading Hotels of the World and multiple winner of World’s
Leading Luxury Lodge. It is known for its outstanding safaris and exclusive close-up encounters with
Africa’s magnificent Big Five.
Thanda has three distinctive accommodation offerings, each with their own style, atmosphere and
appeal. Thanda Safari Lodge is its flagship product, with nine bush suites - each the height of
luxurious exclusivity and African abundance. Villa iZulu is ideal for celebrities and those with a
preference for privacy. A sumptuous bush homestead, it personifies African hospitality, extravagance,
style and service. Thanda Tented Camp, with its fourteen indulgent tents and one deluxe tent, offers
a classic, unforgettable Out of Africa experience.

The Real African Safari – Following the Famous Five
Thanda’s thoroughly African safari enlivens all your senses. On an early morning or late
afternoon game drive you absorb the many incredible sights, smells and sounds of the bush.
But more than this, you absorb the taste and feel of Africa, which will remain with you for as
long as you live. Thanda’s remarkable guides and trackers will show you how to read the
tracks and signs that lead you to the Big Five – the Lion, Leopard, Rhino, Elephant and
Buffalo. These animals have inspired an iconic connection with the continent, and once you
have experienced them up close in the bush, you will understand why. Majestic, regal,
elusive, alluring, powerful, intimidating, inimitable … all these descriptions come to life, and
remain in your soul.
Our guides and trackers are experts in the circle of life, and how it manifests in the wild.
They will share their deep-lived knowledge of the wilderness and the ancient traditional
culture and stories that have evolved from the African bush. They will explain, inform and
share with you, and then they will sit back and let you fall in love with the wild in your own
private way. With 14 000 hectares to explore, you’ll be immersed in every aspect of the wild
– from the elegant lines of the Cheetah to the compelling red of the Fire Lily to the mystical
call of the Burchell’s Coucal, the legendary Rain Bird.
Adding to the uniqueness is that it’s all exclusively yours. Thanda is an extremely private
game reserve and our dedicated staff are the only people you’ll encounter on the roads while
you’re here.
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The Thanda Family
Thanda, with its beautiful accommodation, world-class service and sanctuary for wildlife, strongly
contrasts with the existential challenges of the rural Zulu communities living nearby. From the
beginning of Thanda there has been a commitment and significant investment by the owners, Christin
and Dan Olofsson, to create jobs and uplift the neighbouring communities in parallel with the
development of the reserve.
Thanda has created employment for over 160 staff members on the reserve in all aspects of its
management: from field guiding to hospitality to animal and reserve management, alien plant
eradication and numerous wildlife conservation programmes, including intensive Rhino anti-poaching
strategies. All staff members are offered career advancement as well as educational and training
opportunities. Many of the staff members have risen from junior posts to senior management over the
past couple of years.

A Responsible Custodian
Thanda’s mission is to serve as a responsible custodian of the environment, combining biodiversity
conservation with strong relationships with other wildlife conservation organisations, community
support initiatives and upliftment programmes. Thanda favours community-based natural resource
management, which aligns conservation objectives with economic benefits for rural communities. For
Thanda, ecological commitment is about people coming together to look after the land, water,
animals and plants, and to sustainably use these resources to the benefit of communities and future
generations.
Thanda Safari is extremely proud to be able to say that while it offers a premier 5-star safari
experience, it is far more than this. Everything that Thanda does is underpinned by a sincere and farreaching commitment to the social upliftment of the Zululand region and its people, through
employment and the preservation of the Zulu culture.

The Thanda Foundation
The Thanda Foundation was established to address the socio-economic and development needs of the
three Zulu communities neighbouring Thanda, to contribute to the preservation of the Zulu culture
and to participate in a range of conservation and community upliftment programmes in South Africa.
The key beneficiaries of the Foundation are the Zulu people of the Ngwenya, Mandlakazi and Mdletshe
Tribal Authorities in Zululand and the AbaThembu people of the Mvezo Tribal Authority in the Eastern
Cape, the birthplace of Nelson Mandela.
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Star for Life – Thanda Foundation Flagship Project
The Star for Life Project, founded by Christin and Dan Olofsson, is a school-based HIV and AIDS
awareness, education and prevention programme that started at Siphosabadletshe High School, near
Hluhluwe in Zululand, in 2005. Star for Life empowers young people with information and motivates
them to take decisions that will reduce the risk of contracting HIV. It is also committed to building
self-esteem and changing risky behaviour, towards empowering young people to realise their dreams
of a better future. The project now reaches over 100 000 children with its message of ‘AIDS-Free,
That’s Me’ using the innovative process of ‘mental vaccination’ to help young people make informed
choices about sexuality and how to live an AIDS-free life.

Mduna Royal Reserve
Another key Thanda Foundation initiative is the Mduna Royal Reserve. Adjacent to Thanda are some 6
700 hectares of land held in trust for the Zulu people by the Zulu King Zwelithini Goodwill
kaBhekuzulu. Thanda actively partnered with the trust (Ingonyama Trust), the Zulu King and the
Wildlands Conservation Trust to return this land to wilderness and to reintroduce all of the wildlife
that once naturally occurred here.
Thanda manages the wildlife, security, anti-poaching and operational reserve requirements in terms
of a long lease in return for exclusive traversing and development rights on this land, which was once
part of the first proclaimed reserve by the then British Colonial Government of Natal in 1895. Through
this partnership the local communities are participating in mainstream ecotourism and benefitting
from their commitment to wildlife conservation.

Making a difference in South Africa
Thanda lives the philosophy of making a difference in South Africa. The Thanda Foundation sponsored
the world’s first public statue of Nelson Mandela, which stands six metres tall in Nelson Mandela
Square, in the Sandton precinct of greater Johannesburg. Dan describes the statue as “a tribute to a
man who, in life and in death, is a living international treasure”. Through the Thanda Foundation
Trust the Olofssons offered the statue as a gift of friendship from the people of Sweden to the people
of South Africa.

Time spent on Thanda
We hope this gives you some idea of how a stay at Thanda is time spent in a unique place where love,
commitment and dedication is the foundation of every aspect of the reserve, and where staff
members are the torchbearers of the Thanda way. We look forward to your visit.
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